REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Hamid, but no one who has had the privilege of
conversing with him can entertain any doubt of
his liberal principles. In Turkey, however, as
elsewhere, there is more than one kind of
liberalism. The extent to which he is opposed
to the reactionary element may be measured by
the fact that, prior to resigning his office, he
elaborated a plan, with all necessary precedents
from the Koran, for the abolition of polygamy.
He is a deep thinker and a careful talker, weigh-
ing each sentence and conversing in paragraphs.
The writer once asked his opinion quite frankly
on the burning question of the emancipation of
Turkish women. After a characteristic pause,
he declared himself to be wholly in sympathy4
with such a movement if effected gradually and
not so suddenly as to offend popular prejudice.
There is every reason to suppose that he may
one day be Grand Vizier. He must be Kiamil's
junior by twenty years and more, and when
some of his hot-headed countrymen have had
time to realise that experience in public affairs
counts for a little more than enthusiasm, they
will call him to the council board. It is im-
possible to say what kind of Vizier he would
make, for the Sublime Porte has been the grave
of as many reputations as South Africa. Yet
he has many qualities that would make for
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